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Household Product Safety Measures 

Outline of the Control System of Household Products Containing Harmful Substances
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(Note) The number of household products sanitation inspectors is as of April 1, 2011. 
* - Obligation in accordance with the Consumer Product Safety Act

For the purpose of preventing health hazards caused by chemical substances contained in household products such as cleaners 
and aerosol products (atomizing corpuscular contents in the air) as well as textile products for clothing. The Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare is authorized to designate products as containing “harmful substances” in accordance with the Act on Control of 
Household Products Containing Harmful Substances. Moreover, the Ministry sets forth standards for regulating the quantity of such 
harmful substances in household products that contain them so as to ensure the safety of household products.

Prefectures and designated cities, etc.
• Household products sanitation inspector (3,265) 
• Inspection of household products 

Information 
• Japan Poison Information 

Center (JPIC) 
• National Consumer Affairs 

Center 
• Monitoring hospitals 
• Related academic societies 
• Foreign countries, etc. 

MHLW
• Designation of harmful substances 

(Currently 20 items, such as 
formaldehyde, Have been designated) 

• Developing regulatory standards 
• Supervision and guidance 
• Research and study on the effect of 

household product on people's health 

Trade organization 
• Voluntary safety and health 

standards

National Institute of 
Health Sciences 

• Tests and research on 
harmful substances, etc.

Food Sanitation Council 
• Review of household product 

regulations and providing expert advice 

Consumer Affairs Agency
• Reporting serious consumer 

product-related accidents
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