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The recent general public assistance trend indicates an increase in the number of aided persons and its assistance rate 
(per 1,000 of population). The FY2008 monthly average of the number of aided persons was 1,592,620, that of the households
 was 1,148,766 and that of the assistance rate was 12.5‰.
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Detailed Date 1 Annual Changes in the Actual Number of Households and Population 
Receiving Public Assistance, the Assistance Rate, the Number of 
assistance Recipients and the assistance Rate

(Monthly average) 
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recipients 
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Housing 
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Actural 
rate 
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medical 
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recipients 
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Other 
assistance 
recipients 
(1,000 
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assistance rate (actual recipients＝100.0)
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medical 
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assistance 

Education 
assistance 

Housing 
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assistance FY 

1965
1970
1975
1980
1984
1990
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Source: “Statistical Report on Welfare Administration", Statistics and Information Department, Minister's Secretariat, MHLW
Note:  “Other aid recipients” has increased since FY 2005, due to an addition of the expense necessary for attending high school.

Changes in the Proportion of Households Receiving Public Assistance 
by Household Type

Detailed Date 2

By type of household, the ratio of households with elderly people is the highest accounting for 45.1% among the households 
receiving public assistance. With regard to the decrease of the ratio of households with elderly in 2005, it is due to a change 
of the definition on households with elderly people; before FY 2004, it had been applied to “the households that is composed 
of only males over 65 and/or females over 60, or that a person under 18 joining to those households;” after FY 2005, the 
definition has changed to “the households that is composed of only males and/or females over 65, or that a person under 18 
joining to those households.” (Unit:%) 

FY Households with elderly people Fatherless households  
Households o people with 
diseases/injures and disabilities Other households 
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1984
1990
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
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2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Source:“Report on Social Welfare Administration and Services (Statistical Report on Welfare Administration),"Statistics and Information 
Department, Minister's Secretariat， MHLW
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