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　The most recent trend in public assistance shows slowed decrease since FY 1992, followed by the increase mainly in cities 
from the late FY 1996 both in the numbers of households and the population receiving public assistance.
　There were 1,543,321 recipients (1,105,275 households) in FY 2007 and the ratio of recipients was 12.1％per thousand.
By type of aid, medical aid recipients are increasing year by year.
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Note:  “Other aid recipients” has increased since FY 2005, due to an addition of the expense necessary for attending high school.
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By type of household, the ratio of households with elderly people is the highest accounting for 45.1% among the households 
receiving public assistance. With regard to the decrease of the ratio of households with elderly in 2005, it is due to a change 
of the definition on households with elderly people; before FY 2004, it had been applied to “the households that is composed 
of only males over 65 and/or females over 60, or that a person under 18 joining to those households;” after FY 2005, the 
definition has changed to “the households that is composed of only males and/or females over 65, or that a person under 18 
joining to those households.”

Changes in the Proportion of Households Receiving Public Assistance 
by Household Type
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(Unit:%)

Detailed Information 1 Annual Changes in the Actual Number of Households and Population 
Receiving Public Assistance, the Assistance Rate, the Number of 
assistance Recipients and the assistance Rate


