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Quality improvement in
cardiovascular surgery: results of a
surgical quality improvement
programme using a nationwide
clinical database and database-
driven site visits in Japan

Hiroyuki Yamamoto @, Hiroaki Miyata,' Kazuo Tanemoto, '
Yoshikatsu Saiki, Hitoshi Yokoyama,? Eriko Fukuchi,’

Noboru Motomura,"? Yuichi Ueda,"? Shinichi Takamoto © '

ABSTRACT INTRODUCTION

Background In 2015, an academic-led surgicalquality In the past several decades, various
improvement (QI) programme was initiated in Japan quality improvement (QI) efforts have

to use database information entered from 2013 to
2014 to identify institutions needing improvement, to
which cardiovascular surgery experts were sent for site

been made for the purpose of improving

surgical outcomes. In the 1980s, in the
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