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Rissman, et al. Ethical and legal considerations related to disorders of
consciousness. Review. Curr Opin Pediatr. 2020 Dec;32(6):765-771.



Deutsch, 2020

For Victims of Fatal Child Abuse, Who Has the Right to Consent
to Organ Donation?

These ME's fear being held personally accountable for compromising the outcome of
prosecution and so will not permit procurement of organs for transplant in the event of an
active homicide investigation. This fear persists despite the lack of documentation that the
outcome of any case has been affected by procurement.
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In the National Association of Medical Examiners 2013 position paper on the “Medical
Examiner Release of Tissues and Organs for Transplantation,” “ME/ [coroner]s should
permit the recovery of organs... in virtually all cases, to include cases of suspected child
abuse, and other homicides, and sudden unexpected deaths in infants...”
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The National Association of Medical Examiners is working to achieve 0 ME denials. If the
legal guardian of the victim of fatal child abuse elects to pursue organ donation, protocols
should be in place to facilitate clear and effective communication between those advocating
for a strong legal investigation and those advocating for life-giving organ donation.
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Pediatrics. 2020 Sep;146(3):€20200662. doi: 10.1542/peds.2020-0662.



Deutsch, 2020

For Victims of Fatal Child Abuse, Who Has the Right to Consent
to Organ Donation?
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